Academic libraries are confronted with the challenges of change. The aim of the present study is to investigate the prevalent scenario and status of university libraries (Central and State) in Uttar Pradesh in terms of collection, budget, manpower, and a special reference to ICT infrastructure. For the purpose of this study questionnaire is used as the tool to collect data from university libraries. It highlights different facets of libraries in the state only. The study reveals that libraries do not have proper infrastructure. The study is restricted to a limited number of university libraries in the state. Findings of the study will facilitate the authorities to take appropriate measures in improving the condition of the libraries in the State.
InTRodUCTIon
Libraries are an integral part of educational setup.The main function of the library is to educate. University libraries have their important place in academic and higher learning world. But, on the grass root level, very less effort are witnessed in the direction of integrating library services with the academic programmes offered by the universities. It is now more than six decades that the process of library automation started in the country. But the condition in Uttar Pradesh (UP) regarding the transformation of libraries is not very enthusiastic. At present, there is stagnation and decline in university libraries in UP.
LIBRARIES In UTTAR PRAdESh
Uttar Pradesh is one of the important states of India having 75 districts. Allahabad University, Banaras Hindu University, and Aligarh Muslim University are among the oldest Indian universities which are located in the State. Allahabad University is considered as the oldest university of UP established in 1887. Presently there are 22 state universities (these consist of 12 state universities, 3 agricultural universities, 1 open university, 1 law university, 1 medical university, 1 university for physically challenged, 2 technical universities and 1 Urdu university), 4 central universities, 10 deemed universities and 16 private universities. The tradition of libraries in the state is as old as its universities. Most of these universities have libraries since their inception. The present survey is an attempt to present the picture of libraries in such a vast and centrally located state of India.
LITERATURE REvIEw
Nyamboga & Kemparaju 1 conducted a research on 6 university libraries in Karnataka (India), and concluded that these libraries still lag behind some other Indian universities in the application of information technology (IT), but the introduction of internet access is an important step forward. They suggested that with basic IT literacy, library users and staff are able to retrieve more up-to-date information, thereby increasing the efficiency and effectiveness of the academic libraries as well as helping to bring the whole institution into the information age. Suku & Pillai 2 discussed the present scenario of automation activities in university libraries in Kerala. The survey findings mainly covered various aspects of library automation such as information technology infrastructure, in-house activities, information services and their usage, manpower development, and budget. The paper described the role of INFLIBNET Centre in accelerating the automation activities of university libraries, especially in the context of the UG.
Raza & Nath
3 measured the use of information technology-the use of hardware and software facilities-in the university libraries of Punjab, Himachal Pradesh and Chandigarh (India) with an ulterior objective to establish some co-relation between quality in libraries and use of information technology.
Bansode & Periera 4 conducted a study on 23 college libraries in Goa, India. Four of these were fully automated, five were partially automated and 14 were in the early stages of library automation. The results showed that majority of the libraries lack the staff required for automation. Traditional barriers such as insufficient funds, lack of trained staff, and lack of space were faced by a majority of the libraries. 
oBjECTIvES
The main objectives of this study are to:
• Present the state of the art of Uttar Pradesh university libraries;
Provide status about various libraries in terms • of collection, budget, ICT infrastructure, etc.;
• Identify the problems and difficulties faced by these libraries; and
• Provide suggestions for the betterment of these libraries.
The parameters used to know the status of these university libraries are: Library building, budget, collection, manpower, user services i n f r a s t r u c t u r e a n d c o m m u n i c a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s . The present study has the following limitations:
• Only the central and state universities of Uttar Pradesh are coverd in the study. Deemed universities, private universities, agricultural universities, technological universities and medical universities are not covered in this study.
• Data related to collection, budget and infrastructure are not given in detail by many universities.
METhodoLogy
Questionnaires were distributed to 16 university libraries of UP. Only 11 filled questionnaires were received back. The response rate is 68.75 %. So the final sample size for the study is 11 university libraries of UP. The present study covers 2 central and 9 state university libraries of UP.
dATA AnALySIS And FIndIngS
Generally, the structure in UP university libraries consists of one central library and some universities having departmental libraries also. budget but not the breakups of budget regarding expenditure on staff, IT, print or digital resources ( Fig.1) . Table 1 shows that out of 11 universities 6 are not participating in any co-operative venture such as library networks, etc. Table 5 reflects that print collection still dominates Nazim 6 that most of the Indian Universities are still applying traditional techniques for user services.. Table 5 reflects that print collection still dominates in this digital age. The printed books range from 37,978 to 9, 71,962. Old libraries like BHU have large collection of print material but new libraries like BBAU has low collection (as collection grows with time). Only 3 libraries have manuscript collection. The audio-visual collection is also not very good in the libraries of the State. Six libraries don't have any audio-video material in their collection. Table 5 reflects that the status of digital contents is not satisfactory in most of the libraries. Only 3 libraries have books in digital format. No libraries have newspapers and magazines in digital format in spite of the fact they are available free also. This may be due to lack of awareness and qualified staff. Old university like BHU has better digital collection as compared to other libraries in the State.
Information About the Libraries

ICT Tools
for users and staff. It seems that most of the universities do not have good infrastructure in this regard. Only two libraries have printer for users and other libraries do not have any printers for users and no library has scanner for users. The computers with internet connection for users range from 7 to 400. Some libraries have RFID while most other libraries do not have RFID and others just have internet connectivity. There seems a wide gap between the IT infrastructure available in the university libraries of UP. Some libraries have three servers. Many libraries do not have their own server. Equipments available in the library are generally to be used by the staff not by the users directly.
User Services and Facilities
Collection
Membership
The membership ranges from 191 to 19925 users. The main membership consists of UG and PG students (Table 6 ). 
Staff
PRoBLEMS FACEd And FUTURE InITIATIvES
Librarians have mentioned the following problems faced by them: 
SUggESTIonS
• Vacant posts in libraries should be filled on priority basis.
• Library staff should be sent regularly for training courses to upgrade their knowledge and skills.
• University libraries should be equipped with more information technology (IT) facilities and for this purpose the provision of a special budget for development of information technology infrastructure should be considered.
• All the universities should develop proper infrastructure for providing access to e-resources.
The opinion of library professionals should be • given due attention while taking any decision for library development.
Libraries must follow the building plan of a • modern library.
Co-operative venture membership should be • taken without any delay.
ConCLUSIonS
Libraries are undergoing transformation, but the results of the present study indicate that university libraries in UP have a long way to go. The libraries need to respond to the growing and diversifying information needs of the end-users. There is the need to revamp the situation of these libraries and provide services according to the changing behaviour of the users. It is true that the infrastructure and administrative support are limitations for the libraries and it has been observed that the libraries of U.P. need to build a good ICT infrastructure. There are many challenges ahead which can be overcome with the right skills, right attitudes and initiatives by library professionals and government as well.
